The Toolkit

A. Applying the ETI Base Code
to smallholders

This table indicates what applying the ETI Base Code means in practice in the context
of smallholders and their workers. It shows each labour standard in the ETI Base Code
and, for each major group of players in the supply chain, outlines what needs to be

done to attain the standard.

A.1 Who needs to be involved and how

The players involved in applying these standards include those purchasing directly from
smallholders, such as packers, exporters or co-operatives, as well as smallholders them-
selves and, where relevant, their workers. Note that single smallholders who make
seasonal or temporary use of family labour should be considered in such periods as
smallholder employers and should follow the guidance set out under that heading.

As the guidelines are generic, supply chain actors in some industries and countries may
feel that these standards are not relevant for their situation (for example, bonded labour).
Please note that all the rights of the ETI Base Code apply, even if in certain contexts
such issues are unlikely to arise.

Producers, processors/packers and retailers should agree their commitment to these stan-
dards as a starting point that will lead to implementation of the Base Code. All players
in the supply chain need to discuss how to implement the labour standards and to
understand the implications of their commitment to them. Suppliers and retailers should
monitor progress in meeting the requirements of this table to ensure that actions are
carried out within agreed timeframes.
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Kex to the aﬁﬁlication table

COLUMN 1 shows the labour standard to be applied from the ETI Base Code or
Principles of Implementation.

shows actions to be taken by the purchaser (exporter, packer, agent or smallholder
co-operative buying directly from a smallholder).

shows actions to be taken by smallholder employers.

COLUMN 4 shows actions to be taken by single smallholders or those working for smallholders.

each column shows examples of indicators that can be used to verify that actions
are being taken and that these standards are being met. These indicators could also
be used during an audit.

Abbreviations
SH Smallholder (farmer/owner of a small-scale farm/plot of land — roughly under
10 hectares — producing relatively small crop volumes)

W Worker (does not own or manage land, employed directly by a smallholder.
Note that in the application table workers may include members of the
smallholder’s family)

SHE Smallholder employer (a smallholder who employs others)
SSH/W Single smallholder (does not employ others) or worker
SH/W Smallholders (of all types) and workers

Purchaser Packer, exporter, intermediary or smallholder co-operative buying directly
from a smallholder, that is the next tier up in the supply chain

Glossary

COLEACP  Europe/Africa-Caribbean-Pacific Liaison Committee

FAO Food and Agricultural Organization

IUF International Union of Food, Agricultural, Hotel, Restaurant, Catering,
Tobacco and Allied Workers’ Associations

OHS occupational health and safety

PPE personal protective equipment

UNEP United Nations Environment Programme

WHO World Health Organisation
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